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diocese was very small, and the inhabitants were poor, but the Christians
very regular in their manners, though there remained among them several
idolaters.    St Spiridion divided his revenue into two parts;   the one of
which he gave to the poor, the other he reserved for his church and house-
hold and for a loan to lend to such as were in necessity, never being solicitous
for the morrow.    In the persecution of Maximian Galerius, he made a
glorious confession of the faith.   The Roman Martyrology tells us he was
one of those who lost their right eye, had the sinews of their left hand
cut and were sent to work in the mines.   He was one of the three hundred
and eighteen prelates who composed the first general council of Nice, and
was there distinguished among the holy confessors who had suffered much
for the faith of Christ.    About that time died his daughter Irene.    A
certain person had deposited in her hands a thing of great value, that it
might be the more secure.    This he demanded of the bishop after her
death, but it was not to be found, nobody knowing where it was hid.
The person whose loss it was, appeared extremely afflicted.    Socrates and
Sozomen say, that the good bishop, moved with compassion, went to the
place where his daughter was buried, called her by her name, and asked
her where she had laid what such a person had left in her hands.   They
add that she answered him, giving directions where she had hid it in the
ground, that it might be more safe, and that it was found there.   Though
our holy prelate had very little acquaintance with human sciences, he had
made the Scriptures his daily meditation, and had learned what veneration
is due to the Word of God.    The bishops of Cyprus being on a certain
occasion assembled together, Triphillius, Bishop of Ledri, in that island
(whom St Jerom commends as the most eloquent man of his time), was
engaged to preach a sermon;   and mentioning that passage, "Take up
thy bed, and walk," he made use of a word to express the sick man's bed,
which he thought more elegant and beautiful than that in the original text.
Spiridion, full of a holy resentment at this false nicety, and attempt to add
graces to what was more adorned with simplicity, arose and asked whether
the preacher knew better the right term than the evangelist?   Our saint
defended the cause of St Athanasius in the council of Sardica, in 347, and
shortly after passed to eternal bliss.    The Greeks honour his memory on
the 12th, the Latins on the I4th of this month.

Sacred learning is necessary in a minister of the church, but sanctit7
is not less necessary. Nothing is so eloquent or so powerfully persuasive
as example. A learned man may convince, but to convert souls is chiefly
the privilege of those that are pious. There have been few ages in which
polite literature has been cultivated with greater ardour than the present
wherein we live* How many great orators, how many elegant writers have
made their appearance in it! If these were all saints, what a reformation